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lecting vessel of the Scripps Institution for Biological Research at La Jolla, near San 
Diego, Cal., will give a course on "Local Coastal Physical Geography" at the "summer 
assembly in science" of the institution, which will be held from June 25 to August 15. 

Dr. Clifford H. Parr spoke on ' ' Jamaica and Its Plants ' ' before the Torrey Botani- 
cal Club on May 9. 

Dr. Cristobal Hicken read a paper on January 22 at the annual meeting of the 
Society of American Foresters in Washington, D. C, on "Vegetation Zones of Argentina 
and Adjoining Regions. ' ' 

Mr. E. T. Hodge spoke on May 15 before the New York Academy of Sciences on the 
"Geology of the Coamo-Guayama Region, Porto Rico." 

Mr. J. W. Jackson spoke on February 8 before the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Manchester, England, on "The Geographical Distribution of the Shell-Purple 
Industry." The paper dealt with the production of purple dye by the Phoenicians and 
its spread to eastern Asia and Central America. 

Prop. Douglas W. Johnson of Columbia University addressed the members of the 
Geographical Society of Philadelphia on ' ' Geographical Features of the Russian Retreat ' ' 
at their annual luncheon on April 29. At the request of Major-General Leonard Wood, 
Professor Johnson will discuss the influence of topography on the European war at the 
military camps at Plattsburg during the coming summer. 

Sir Douglas Mawson sailed on May 2 from New York for England on the 
S.8. Orduna. He had arrived from Australia the day before and was on his way to 
London to take up duties assigned to him in the War Office. 

Dr. George E. Nichols, assistant professor of botany in Yale University, gave an 
illustrated lecture on April 15 before the Biological Club of Mount Holyoke College 
on the "Plant Societies of Connecticut." 

Dr. Erland Nordenskiold 's collection of ethnographical specimens, made on his 
recent expedition in the boundary districts of Bolivia and Brazil, referred to in the April 
Review (p. 308), have safely reached the museum in Goteborg. For a time fears were 
entertained as to their safety, as it was thought they might have been lost when the 
German cruiser Karlsruhe sank (Zeitschr. fur Ethnologie, 1915, No. 4-5, pp. 322-323). 

Mr. W. J. Perry spoke on February 8 before the Literary and Philosophical Society 
of Manchester, England, on "The Geographical Distribution of Terraced Cultivation 
and Irrigation." 

Mr. D. R. Semmes spoke on May 15 before the New York Academy of Sciences on the 
' ' Geology of the San Juan District, Porto Rico. ' ' 

Sir Napier Shaw presented a paper before the Royal Meteorological Society of 
London on March 15 on "The Meteorology of the Globe in 1911." The paper dealt 
with the material in the first of a series of annual meteorological summaries for the 
world about to be published by the London Meteorological Office. The volume for 1911 
will give, besides other information, particulars of pressure, temperature, and rainfall 
for available stations in all parts of the globe at the rate of two stations for each ten- 
degree square. 

Dr. J. R. Sutton read a paper on February 16 before the Royal Meteorological Society 
of London on "South African Coast Temperatures." This paper dealt with the normal 
monthly mean temperatures at selected stations on the coast of South Africa, a few miles 
inland, and on the tableland. 

Dr. Erich Wunderlich, assistant in the department of geography at the University 
of Berlin and one of the junior members of the Society's Transcontinental Excursion of 
1912, has been appointed geographer to the " Landeskundliche Kommission" organized 
by the German government for the study of Russian Poland, to which reference is made 
on page 459. Doctor Wunderlich will devote himself especially to the glacial geology of 
the region. 

Obituary 

Dr. Charles A. Davis died on April 9, aged 55. He was widely known as a peat 
expert. In this capacity he served the U. S. Geological Survey from 1907 to 1910 and the 
Bureau of Mines from 1910 to 1912, at which date his title was changed to fuel tech- 
nologist. Davis' two most important contributions to the subject are: "Peat: Essays 
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on Its Origin, Uses, and Distribution in Michigan" (Michigan Geol. Surv. Kept, for 
1906, pp. 93-395) and "The Uses of Peat for Fuel and Other Purposes" (214 pp., 
V. S. Bureau of Mines Bull. 16, 1911). He was a member of the Association of American 
Geographers. 

Dr. Fritz Regel, professor of geography at the University of Wiirzburg, died at that 
city on December 2, 1915, aged 62. Prior to his connection with this institution, from 
1884 to 1909, he had represented geography at the University of Jena, first as instructor, 
then as associate professor. To this period belong his publications on Thuringia, his 
native district: "Die Entwiekelung der Ortschaften im Thuringerwald, " Ergdneungs- 
heft zu Petermanns Mitt. No. 76, 1884; "Thiiringen: Ein geographisches Handbuch," 
3 vols., Jena, 1892-96; "Thiiringen, ein landeskundlicher Grundriss," Jena, 1897. In 
1896-97 Regel made a trip to South America to study the Colombian Andes. On his 
return he published a monograph on the geography of Colombia (in series Bibliothek der 
Landerkunde, Berlin, 1899) and contributed the section on this country to Mill's "Inter- 
national Geography. ' ' Another helpful regional geography is his ' ' Landeskunde der 
Iberischen Halbinsel" (Sammlung Gosehen No. 835, Leipzig, 1905). His later publica- 
tions deal mainly with commercial geography and countries of economic interest. He 
wrote a manual entitled " Handelsgeographie " (6th edit., Stuttgart, 1912, reviewed in 
Bull. Amer. Geogr. Soo., Vol. 46, 1914, p. 862) and contributed the section on Latin 
America to "Karl Andree's Geographie des Welthandels, " ("Vol. 3, Frankfurt, 1913) 
and Scobel's " Geographishes Handbuch" (Leipzig, 1910), also on western, northern, and 
eastern Europe in the latter. A publication on the Panama Canal (series Angewandte 
Geographie, 1909, reviewed in Bull. Amer. Geogr. Soc., Vol. 44, 1909, p. 187) is of interest 
because of its geographical treatment of the topic. 



